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Tokyo University of Science is conducting the following research. If you wish to know the details about the

research, please contact the e-mail address below.

1. Research title: Political credibility and preferences for redistribution

2. Purpose of the research:
As a result of a rapid expansion of inequality all over the world, the role of income redistribution to
mitigate inequality has attracted much attention. However, the size of redistribution is different across
time and countries. How do economic and political environments influence the political decision about
the size of redistribution? Although several theories are answering this question, their theoretical
predictions and the observed data are often inconsistent. To resolve this problem, cross-country studies
are not enough. It is necessary to understand how individuals form the preferences for redistribution. In
this research, therefore, we empirically examine individuals’ preferences for redistribution.

3. Subjects of the research:
2000 participants: males and females who are 18 and older and living in the United States

4. Method and period:

Research method:

The participants are asked to answer questions in an online survey, which should take around 15 minutes.
We will not collect the information that makes each individual identifiable.

Research period:

From the date of approval (May 29, 2020) to March 31, 2023

5. Purpose of utilization of collected information:
In publishing the research, we need to upload the data excluding identifiable information on the
repository of the journal. Thus, it might be the case that other scholars will use the deidentified collected
data in the future. However, at this point, our laboratory has no plan to use the collected data in other
researches.

6. Privacy protection
+ We do not collect any personal information that can identify subjects (e.g. name, address, birth date,
and social security number).
* We ask subjects about their household incomes, but we ask only rough estimates that cannot identify
the subjects.
* The collected data will be carefully stored at the Matsumoto laboratory and Kishishita laboratory at
the Tokyo University of Science.
7. Funding and conflicts of interests:

Nihon Hosei Gakkai (Japanese Association of Legal Systems), Tokyo Center for Economic Research,
and the Murata Science Foundation have provided funding for this study at no cost to the researchers or
research participants.

8. Contact information:

Principal investigator: Tomoko Matsumoto (Information management officer)
Collaborator at Tokyo University of Science: Daiki Kishishita

Collaborator at other universities: Atsushi Yamagishi (Princeton University)
E-mail : tus-matsumoto-survey-ml@tusml.tus.ac.jp
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