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Many people have read, or at least heard of George Orwell’s book 7984. Slightly
less well known however, is Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World. While both books are
about a nightmarish dystopian future, there is a key difference. While 7984 is all
about a society ruled by extreme control and power, Brave New World is a book
about a society built upon scientific advancement, rationality, and pleasure. In the
book, society is strictly ordered in a seemingly rational and logical way. Humans are
artificially ‘produced’ through genetic manipulation and then ordered into higher
or lower places in society. The members of the society are regularly medicated with
a drug called 'soma’ which keeps them happy and content. The story follows the
journey of Bernard Marx, a man born into the ‘alpha’ top level of society. Later in
the story he travels outside to other societies and begins to doubt and question
the logic, rationality, and legitimacy of this own world. Brave New World is fantastic
book to read, especially as many of the issues Huxley raised in this book have
become important in our world now — mass-entertainment, drugs and medicine,
and a society controlled not by brute force, but by scientific rationality and
pleasure.
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##42  Marathon Man
ZE4  William Goldman
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Have you ever wondered what people are thinking about as they run? It could be
they are imagining themselves to be a famous Olympian Gold Medal Winner. That
is what PhD student Thomas “Babe” Levy is thinking as he is running around the
lake in Central Park, New York City in 1976. Babe meets and begins to date Elsa
Opel, a foreign exchange student. While out for a walk in Central Park late one night,
Babe and Elsa are mugged, the unusual aspect of it being that their attackers were
men in suits. What Babe does not yet know is that his brother is a US government
special agent who is mixed up in hunting for illegal diamonds taken out of Europe
during World War 2. Somehow, Babe becomes involved in the mysterious events.
Not knowing anything about what's going on, Babe has to decide whom he can
and cannot trust while he works to find out what's going on. Putting his marathon
training to use, Babe uses his brain and eventually he finds out that he is in a crazy
situation and needs to fight for his life. There are exciting scenes in this short book,
such as James-Bond-style car chases and fascinating plot twists.
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&84 :The Elements of Style
Z#&%  William Strunk Jr. and E.B.White
HikR4t4 : The MacMillan Company
HhRE 11959 F

For over half a century now, this slender book has served as guide to economical
and proper use of English writing in university and professional life. It was a
required book when | was a student in the 1980s. | remember the first time | held
my own copy. | was intrigued by how thin it was, but a little doubtful about how it
might be of any use. | later found having the rules of good writing distilled into
such a small volume was very helpful in my writing. The book includes rules of
usage, lists of words that are often used in error. Its explanation of the rules for
punctuation is of particular value. It is no exaggeration to state that this book
demystified the do’s-and-don'ts of college writing for several generations. It served
me well as a student and later in my work as a teacher of writing. The Elements of
Style is considered a highly influential guide to English usage. As recently as 2011,
The Elements of Style, known affectionately as Strunk and White, was placed among
the 100 most important non-fiction books of the 20 Century. It continues to be an
important resource for beginning writers today. And yes, that is the same E.B. White
who wrote the children’s book, “Charlotte’s Web”.

B B BEF v INRBER
K &:4Y FA4Jq4vF FLv
¥ P9:English



) A T |

e (U7X

EE% : William Shakespeare (&). {8HIERE &IER)
kRt @ FEtt

HERE 1967 &

DD TWBDIE 81 RIBIR THBD. FRZET 2EFIH D 5.

F1R £415 46X—TH

Bt [ BoEA, E—DHEN, @82 _"_DES .

U7 TZDZDD@EEP5IFES LTES ? ]

Bl [5G, 527 lZEIDICEI>T. FEERS>CLEZE INDLT

D DHEBEBIH, -]

BIEO—DHDEFEE N 7OEFHIC 8] £HHH TNFBILOZDED
BREICHDEDIT. ThiE T&E] NELLWEDEEZ 5%, King Lear (Dover
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Fool. Give me an egg, nuncle, and I'll give thee two crowns.’

King Lear. "What two crowns shall they be?’

Fool. "Why, after | have cut the egg in the middle and eat up the meat, the two
crowns of the egg. -+
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For students who would like to really engage with language learning
development and attempt to make positive gains in this area, this book will be
beneficial. In this book, experts at the forefront of second language acquisition
research from Japan answer questions posed by English language learners in Q&A
format style. The contributors make full use of their knowledge in their respective
fields of expertise to provide accessible and comprehensible answers to commonly
asked questions about second language learning and acquisition. The perspectives
of each specialist provide easy-to-understand explanations not only in areas of
learning, such as vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation, but also about different
skills, like reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Other themes and variables such
as individual differences, motivation, study abroad, and childhood learning are
discussed too. Each chapter contains a helpful list of book recommendations for
further reading. | believe this is a valuable book that provides an overview of
second language acquisition research as well as an overview of English language
learning methods that are evidence-based. | hope this book can provide students
with some robust and effective strategies to approach language learning in a
meaningful way and help learners to understand the science underpinning second
language acquisition.
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There are many ways to learn a foreign language, such as English. One may study
its grammar, memorize vocabulary, learn key phrases, but ultimately one needs to
know how the language works naturally in context. One of the best ways to learn a
language is through stories. This is because we must use language in both natural
and creative ways when one writes or tells a story. With enough background
vocabulary and knowledge, the student will be able to comprehend unknown
words based on the context of the story. | wish to recommend the volume called
Japanese Stories for Language Learners. Some, if not many, of these stories will
— already be familiar to young Japanese learners and therefore they can draw on
their rich background of knowledge when reading or listening to these stories,
which they may be hearing in English for the first time. This particular volume is a
bilingual edition. This means that students can read or listen to the stories first in
English and check their understanding later in Japanese. In addition, the book also
comes with free online MP3 audio so that students can enjoy listening to the
stories as well, which can be utilized to help with pronunciation and activities like
shadowing. Once students listen to all of these stories, | recommend a similar
volume by the same publisher called Japanese Folktales for Language Learners.
This is a fun way to learn more about the contextual nuances of the English
language.
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##%  :Nocturnes : Five Stories of Music and Nightfall
ZE% Kazuo Ishiguro

HikR#144 : Faber & Faber

HARE  © 2009 &

Nocturnes (2009) is a collection of five musically-inspired short stories written by
the celebrated British novelist Kazuo Ishiguro, whose skill as a storyteller was
recognised with a Nobel Prize in Literature in 2017. His novels, including The
Remains of the Day (1989), Never Let Me Go (2005), and Klara and the Sun (2021), span
a variety of different genres, ranging from historical fiction to science fiction and
fantasy. Ishiguro’s style of English prose, as well as the plot lines of his stories,
appear deceptively simple. While the language is easy to read, the complexity and
psychological depth of his characters quickly draw the reader in on an emotional
level, often making his books hard to put down. The stories in this collection are set
in different times and locations, from Venice to the English countryside to Los
Angeles, but are also subtly linked together. As in Ishiguro’s novels, the stories
feature narrators who are at times unreliable, and whose self-deception is only
gradually revealed. Due to the more limited scope for character development of
the short story format, Nocturnes is less gripping than some of the author’s best
novels. Nevertheless, the five stories are entertaining and at times touching too.
They can be read quickly and will give the reader who is new to Ishiguro’s work a
delightful first taste of what the author has to offer, exploring his favourite themes
of identity, memory, longing, and the passage of time.
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##% :Totto-chan: The Little Girl at the Window.
E#&% Tetsuko Kuroyanagi, (translated by Dorothy Britton)
HihR#14 : KODANSHA

HERE  : 1981 (Original Japanese Publication) (2011: First U.S. Edition)

"Totto-chan: The Little Girl at the Window" is Tetsuko Kuroyanagi's poignant
memoir of her experiences at Tomoe Gakuen in the 1940s against the backdrop of
WW2. Too disruptive for her conventional classroom, Totto-chan's mother must
find her a new school, which she does, and it changes the course of her life.
Founder and Headmaster Sosaku Kobayashi welcomes Totto-chan into his
innovative school, Tomoe Gakuin, with open arms after four hours of listening to
her introduce herself. Never before has a teacher listened to her so attentively or so
patiently in her little life. This unorthodox school, which uses an abandoned train
car for a classroom in what is now Meguro Ward in Tokyo, is a magical place where
" — children learn to accept each other and themselves as they explore the world
around them, learning valuable life lessons along the way. At Tomoe Gakuin, even
traditional subjects, including math, science, and music, are taught creatively, as
though school is an adventure and never a chore. Students are encouraged and
taught by example and spend their days developing valuable life skills not easily
taught in textbooks, including empathy and acceptance. Each child is embraced
and treated with kindness and patience, never defined by their shortcomings,
disabilities, or mistakes. Viewed as the unique person they are and the great person
they can become, the children develop a strong sense of confidence that will guide
them through the turbulent times they face as the world changes around them.
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